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And  in  tribute  to  the  notable  ancestry  whose  strength 
and  virtues  were  his  inheritance,  this  volume 
is  inscribed  and  dedicated  by 
his  daughter 
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BALCH 


HE  Balch  family  hereinafter  considered 
iQl  originated  in  Somerset  county,  England 
^  where  Willelmo  Balch  of  Thrubbewelle, 
Willelmo  Balch  of  Purye  and  Roberto 
Balch  of  Manerium  de  Wryngton  are  the  first  of  the 
name  of  whom  there  is  definite  record.  They  are 
listed  in  the  tax  roll  in  1327,  during  the  reign  of 
Edward  III.  The  next  mention  of  the  name  is  found 
in  1495,  when  the  death  of  Richard  Balch  of  Farn- 
ham,  Surrey,  is  recorded.  From  that  time  on  it  occurs 
frequently  in  the  records  until  the  immigration  of 
John  Balch  to  New  England  in  1623. 


John  Balch,  immigrant  ancestor  of  the  line  here¬ 
inafter  followed,  came  to  New  England  in  1623  in 
the  company  of  Capt.  Robert  Gorges,  son  of  Sir 
Fernando  Gorges.  The  members  of  this  company 
landed  in  Weymouth,  Massachusetts  and  in  1624 
moved  to  Cape  Ann  where  they  attempted  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  fishing  colony.  This  enterprise  was  unsuccessful 
and  in  1626,  the  settlers  moved  to  Naumkeag,  later 
called  Beverly,  where  they  engaged  in  farming. 
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John  Balch  became  prominent  in  the  settlement 
where  he  was  made  a  freeman  May  18,  1631.  He 
received  several  grants  of  land  and  in  163  8  built  a 
house  which  is  still  standing  and  is  in  a  good  state  of 
preservation.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Beverly  Church 
and  held  public  oflSces  of  trust  and  responsibility.  He 
died  in  May  1648  and  his  will,  which  is  preserved  in 
the  Essex  Court  records,  was  probated  February  2, 
1649.  The  inventory  of  his  estate  amounted  to  two 
hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  thirteen  shillings  and 
four  pence. 

He  married  (first)  Margery  whose  surname  is 
unknown  and  (second)  Annis  Patch.  , 

Benjamin  Balch,  son  of  John  and  Margery  Balch, 
was  born  in  Naumkeag  in  1628  and  died  about  1714. 
He  inherited  the  house  built  by  his  father  and  later 
bought  the  two  quarter  shares  bequeathed  to  his 
brothers  John  and  Freeborn.  He  is  said  to  have  been 
of  an  independent  nature  and  for  the  time  original 
in  his  ideas.  He  did  not  have  his  children  baptized  in 
accordance  with  the  prevailing  custom  and  left  no 
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will  as  he  disposed  of  most  of  his  property  by  gift 
before  his  death. 

He  married  (first)  about  1650  Sarah  Gardner, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Gardner.  She  died  April  5,  1686 
and  he  married  (second)  February  1689  Mrs.  Abigail 
Clarke,  widow  of  Matthew  Clarke  of  Marblehead. 
She  was  born  about  163  5  and  died  in  January  1690. 
Remarried  (third)  March  15,  1691  Grace  Mallet. 

Benjamin  Balch,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Sarah 
(Gardner)  Balch,  was  born  about  1653  in  the  home¬ 
stead  in  Beverly  and  died  in  1698.  His  father  as  noted 
above  because  of  his  somewhat  unusual  ideas  did  not 
have  his  children  baptized  in  infancy  and  Benjamin, 
of  his  own  desire,  was  baptized  April  10,  1670.  He 
was  a  mariner  and  received  twenty-five  acres  of  land 
from  his  father  by  a  deed  dated  February  25,  1688. 
He  married  October  11,  1674  Elizabeth  Woodbury, 
daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Woodbury.  She  was 
born  August  15,  1654  and  died  about  1699. 

Joseph  Balch,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth 
(Woodbury)  Balch,  was  born  September  26,  1677 
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in  Beverly  where  he  died  August  14,  1712.  He  was  a 
weaver  and  lived  in  the  Balch  homestead.  He  married, 
intentions  published  March  21,  1696  Sarah  Hart, 
daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Lydia  (Neal)  Hart. 

Benjamin  Balch,  son  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  (Hart) 
Balch,  was  baptized  October  18,  1702  and  died  in 
1753.  He  learned  the  weavers  trade  and  later  in  life 
became  a  mariner.  He  settled  in  Scituate  and  about 
1733  moved  to  Boston  where  his  children  were 
baptized  in  the  New  South  Church.  He  married 
September  8,  1726  Nazareth  Cushing,  daughter  of 
Judge  John  and  Deborah  (Loring)  Cushing.  She  was 
born  September  11,  1793.  The  date  of  her  death  is 
not  recorded. 

Hart  Balch,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Nazareth 
(Cushing)  Balch,  was  born  in  Scituate  where  he  was 
baptized  June  6,  1731.  He  was  lost  at  sea  in  1751 
when,  as  Captain  of  a  vessel,  he  and  his  entire  crew 
perished  on  a  voyage  to  the  West  Indies.  He  married 
in  1750.  The  surname  of  his  wife  is  said  to  have  been 
Bourne. 
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Hart  Batch,  posthumous  son  and  only  child  of 
Hart  Balch,  was  born  in  Newbury,  Massachusetts 
November  9,  1751  and  died  in  Andover,  Vermont 
February  15,  1846.  He  was  brought  up  in  the  home 
of  his  uncle.  Captain  Alexander  Forsyth  and  at  the 
age  of  fourteen  was  apprenticed  to  a  shoemaker. 
Having  completed  his  apprenticeship  he  settled  in 
Jaflfrey  and  later  in  Dublin,  New  Hampshire.  He 
served  during  the  Revolution,  enlisting  at  the  Lex¬ 
ington  Alarm,  and  took  part  in  the  Battle  of  Bunker 
Hill.  His  war  record  is  given  in  the  "History  of 
Dublin,  New  Hampshire  as  follows: 

'Tor  a  little  more  than  three  months  in  1775 
he  was  in  Captain  William  Walker’s  company  in 
Colonel  James  Reed’s  regiment.  In  1777,  in  the 
return  of  Colonel  Enoch  Hale,  he  is  called  a  nine 
months  man,  and  from  Jaffrey,  twenty-six  years 
of  age.  In  the  same  year  he  went  to  Ticonderoga, 
in  Captain  Roger  Gilmour’s  company,  under 
Lieut.-Col.  Thomas  Heald,  and  served  fourteen 
days.  In  May,  1778,  he  enlisted  for  a  year  in 
Captain  Caleb  Robinson’s  company.  Col.  Nathan 
Hale’s  regiment,  April  24,  1781  he  enlisted  for 
three  years,  accredited  to  Dublin,  in  the  Ninth 
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Company  of  CoL  Joseph  Gilley’s  regiment.  On 
July  17,  1782,  the  selectmen  of  Dublin  made 
Hart  Balch  the  bearer  of  a  letter  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Claims,  then  in  Exeter.” 

Hart  Balch  was  one  of  the  earrly  settlers  of 
Andover,  Vermont  in  1788.  He  was  active  in  military 
affairs  and  when  a  recruiting  office  was  opened  during 
the  War  of  1812  he,  in  spite  of  his  seventy-six  years, 
entered  into  the  training  of  recruits  with  great  energy 
and  effectiveness. 

He  married  (first)  Priscilla  Holt,  who  died  in 
1778  and  (second)  September  27,  1779  Dorcas 
Somers,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Abigail  Somers  of 
Dublin. 

James  Parker  Balch,  son  of  Hart  and  Dorcas 
(Somers)  Balch,  was  born  in  Andover  December  4, 
1797  and  died  in  Weathersfield,  Vermont  April  2, 
1857.  He  was  a  farmer  and  married  Lucinda  Boynton 
who  was  born  in  Weathersfield  July  28,  1795  and 
died  in  Newburyport,  Massachusetts  November  15, 
1881. 
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John  Hiram  Balch,  son  of  James  Parker  and 
Lucinda  (Boynton)  Balch,  was  born  in  Weathersfield 
February  22,  1824  and  died  in  Newburyport  August 
30,  1907.  He  came  to  Newburyport  and  established 
himself  as  a  merchant  in  1847.  In  1866  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  Nathan  D.  Dodge  under  the  firm 
name  of  Dodge  and  Balch  and  engaged  in  shoe  manu¬ 
facturing.  In  1868  he  and  Elisha  P.  Dodge  formed 
the  E.  P.  Dodge  &  Co.  and  continued  to  manufacture 
shoes  until  1872.  Later  in  life  Mr.  Balch  was  the 
owner  of  a  rug  and  carpet  store.  He  was  an  incor¬ 
porator  of  the  Newburyport  Five  Cents  Savings 
Bank  and  a  director  of  the  Mechanics  Bank. 

He  married  June  22,  18  54  Lydia  Jane  Shepard 

CoflSn,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Nancy  T.  (Rogers) 
Coffin.  She  was  born  in  Tuftonboro,  New  Hampshire 
March  7,  1833  and  died  in  Newburyport  March  24, 
1917. 

John  Hiram  Balch,  Jr.,  son  of  John  Hiram  and 
Lydia  Jane  Shepard  (Coffin)  Balch,  was  born  Feb¬ 
ruary  4,  1866  in  Newburyport  where  he  died  August 
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16,  1952.  He  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  and  as  a  young  man  entered  into  the  coal 
and  fuel  business  established  by  his  uncle  George 
Parker  Balch.  In  1889  he  bought  his  uncle’s  interest 
and  continued  to  operate  the  business  successfully 
until  1942. 

Mr.  Balch  had  several  other  interests  and  was 
active  in  public  and  civic  affairs  of  Newbury  port 
where  his  long  and  distinguished  business  and  bank¬ 
ing  career  won  for  him  the  respect  and  admiration 
of  his  fellow  citizens. 

He  served  as  a  trustee  of  the  Newburyport  Five 
Cents  Savings  Bank  for  over  fifty  years  and  on 
January  24,  1949  was  presented  with  a  silver  platter 
on  which  is  inscribed  '*In  grateful  recognition  of 
fifty  years  of  service  as  a  trustee  of  the  Newburyport 
Five  Cents  Savings  Bank.”  His  term  of  service  with 
the  First  and  Ocean  National  Bank  and  its  predecessors 
was  even  longer.  On  March  26,  1894  he  was  elected 
a  director  of  the  Mechanics  Bank  and  was  secretary 
at  the  time  of  its  merger  with  the  Ocean  National 
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Bank  on  January  4,  1901,  when  he  became  a  director. 
He  remained  as  such  until  1923  when  this  bank  was 
merged  with  the  First  National  Bank  as  the  First  and 
Ocean  National  Bank  and  he  was  elected  vice- 
president.  On  January  15,  193  5  he  was  elected  presi¬ 
dent  and  held  this  post  until  his  resignation  January 
1951  when  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  by 
the  Board  of  Directors: 

^'Resolved:  That  in  the  resignation  of  John  H. 
Balch,  Jr.,  after  fifty-seven  years  as  a  director 
of  the  First  and  Ocean  National  Bank  and  its 
predecessor,  then  as  president  of  the  First  and 
Ocean  National  Bank  since  193  5  our  Bank  has 
lost  a  man  of  good  business  judgment.  Because 
of  failing  health  he  resigned  the  position  held  so 
long  and  his  unfailing  good  business  judgment 
will  be  remembered  long  after  his  connection 
with  the  Bank  has  been  severed.” 

Mr.  Balch  was  also  chairman  of  the  Board  of  the 
Towle  Manufacturing  Company,  one  of  the  foremost 
manufacturers  of  sterling  silverware  in  the  New 
England  states  and  an  important  industry  in  New- 
buryport.  He  had  been  active  in  the  city  government 
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and  served  as  alderman  from  Ward  5  in  1899.  He  was 


treasurer  of  the  Howard  Benevolent  Society,  a 
director  of  the  Civic  League  and  of  the  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association.  He  was  an  honorary  member 
of  the  Dalton  Club  and  always  took  a  keen  interest 
in  the  Rotary  Club  of  which  he  was  a  charter  member 
and  past  president.  The  following  resolutions  are 
indicative  of  the  high  esteem  and  deep  affection  in 
which  he  was  held  by  his  associates. 


O'  ■ 

•J:-- 


From  Towle  Manufacturing  Company: 


*'As  early  as  February  11,  1914,  Mr.  Balch 
served  as  a  member  of  the  Stockholders  Protec¬ 
tive  Committee,  April  23,  1914  he  was  elected  a 
Director  of  the  Company.  From  February  15, 
1939  to  February  15,  1950  Mr.  Balch  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  was 
Chairman  of  this  Committee  as  well  as  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Board  from  February  19,  1947  to 
February  15,  1950.  At  his  death  he  was  Towle’s 
oldest  Director  and  the  years  of  his  service  ex¬ 
ceeded  those  of  any  other  Director  of  the  Com¬ 
pany  past  or  present. 


''During  these  thirty-eight  years  his  continued 
interest  in  Towle,  sound  advice,  good  judgment 
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and  faithful  attendance  won  for  him  the  respect 
of  all  the  members  of  the  Board  with  whom 
he  served. 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved 

that  we  who  have  served  with  him  on  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  Towle  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany  place  on  our  records  this  testimonial  in  his 
memory.  For  his  courtesy  and  kindliness,  his  wise 
leadership  and  our  realization  of  his  worth,  we 
shall  always  remember  him  as  a  worthy  friend 
and  associate. 

From  the  Rotary  Club: 

*Tn  as  much  as  God  in  his  infinite  wisdom,  and 
goodness  and  mercy,  has  seen  fit  to  call  for 
greater  service  our  late  member,  John  H. 
Balch,  Jr.,  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Newburyport 
Rotary  Club  to  express  their  great  loss. 

**He  expressed  at  all  times  that  true  spirit  of 
Rotary.  His  spirit  of  good  will  and  readiness  to 
help  will  remain  with  us  as  a  good  example  and  a 
challenge  to  put  service  above  self. 

**The  interest  he  had  in  the  youth  and  unfor¬ 
tunate  of  our  city  inspired  in  our  membership 
ideals  that  we  hope  may  prove  worthy  of  his 
great  love  and  devotion. 
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**A  good  Rotarian,  a  useful  citizen,  a  humble 
servant  of  his  Master,  he  has  left  us  many  happy 
and  pleasant  memories,  and  has  set  for  us  an 
example  that  we  may  well  follow. 

"Our  thought  and  our  sympathy  are  extended 
to  his  sorrowing  family. 

"It  is  therefore  resolved  that  a  copy  of  this 
resolution  be  spread  upon  the  permanent  records 
of  the  Newburyport  Rotary  Club.” 

The  following  is  quoted  from  an  editorial  in  the 
Newburyport  Daily  News  dated  August  19,  1952: 

"The  death  of  John  H.  Balch,  Jr.,  removes 
from  this  community  a  beloved  and  valuable 
citizen.  His  public  life  had  many  facets,  but  no 
one  will  hold  his  memory  in  any  greater  degree 
of  affectionate  regard  than  Rotarians.  He  loved 
the  fellowship  of  Rotary  and  he  did  everything 
possible  to  perpetuate  it.  Not  only  was  he  admired 
by  his  fellow  Rotarians  in  Newburyport;  he 
frequently  attended  meetings  of  the  Amesbury 
club,  where  he  was  always  heartily  welcomed. 

He  seemed  to  symbolize  all  the  fine  things  for 
which  this  service  club  stands.  Rotarians,  among 
others,  will  miss  his  gentle  presence;  we  use  the 
adjective  because  of  his  quiet  and  gentlemanly 
manner,  but  he  was  vigorous  in  his  upholding  of 
idealism  and  in  all  good  works.” 
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Mr.  Balch  was  well-known  in  fraternal  circles  as 
a  member  of  St.  John’s  Lodge  A.F.  &  A.M., 
Quascacuquen  Lodge  lOOF  and  Canton  Flarmony. 
He  was  a  founder  of  the  Quid  Newbury  Golf  Club 
and  a  member  of  the  Dalton  Club.  Fiis  church  affilia¬ 
tion  was  with  the  Central  Congregational  Church 
which  he  served  as  a  trustee  for  many  years. 

John  Hiram  Balch,  Jr.,  married  October  10,  1889 
Blanche  Olympia  LeLeurch,  daughter  of  Julius  and 
Mary  Alfred  (Knapp)  LeLeurch  of  Newburyport. 
She  was  born  February  11,  1866  and  died  October 
16,  1952. 

Children: 

(1)  Leland,  born  July  31,  1890,  married  June  16, 
1916  Hazel  Abbott  Hoyt,  born  June  1,  1893, 
daughter  of  George  William  and  Elizabeth  Mae 
(Noyes)  Holt.  No  children. 

(2)  Marjorie  Knapp,  born  January  18,  1897. 
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